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Visitors are welcomed at the Chiquibul National Park
Visitor Center located at the entrance of the park and
learn more about how each one can contribute to the
protection of this forest. FCD also has administrative
responsibilities for Las Cuevas Research Station where
facilities for lodging and accommodations are available
for researchers of diverse disciplines.

Become a member of FCD
Book a tour with Eco-Quest Expeditions
Invite other to visit us
Reduce speed inside The Chiquibul Forest
Join as a volunteer or an intern
Use of facilities at Las Cuevas Research Station
Stop at the Chiquibul National Park Visitor Center
Make a donation to support our programs

For more information contact:
Friends for Conservation and Development
Tel: 00501-823-2657
E-mail: fcd@btl.net
Websites: www.fcdbelize.org
www.lascuevas.org

Belize’s Largest Protected Area

Unique features are found in The Chiquibul Forest such
as the Natural Arch, The Chiquibul Cave System and the
giant sink holes though access to these areas is difficult.
To facilitate the experience EcoQuest Expeditions, an
FCD tour company, consisting of expert guides and
specialized equipment can now arrange your adventure
and exploration.
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National Park

Visiting the Park

How you can Participate

CHIQUIBUL

management plan, including, Institutional management
and Strengthening, Administration, Research and
Monitoring, Natural Resources Management, Protection
and Surveillance, Infrastructure Management, Public
Use Planning, Community Outreach and Education, and
Bi-national Relations. FCD undertakes these programs
enthusiastically with a staff of no more than 30 local,
young Belizeans and with the support of over 100
partners, donors and friends.

Introduction

Importance
Due to its extent, the park enables the provision of
fresh water, clean air, a haven for wildlife species, and
opportunities for research, education and enjoyment
for the general public. The park forms a part of a region
highlighted as a world ´hotspot for species diversity´. The
Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund recognizes the CNP
as part of a tri-national bioregion forming the largest
remaining contiguous block of tropical forest north of
the Amazon.

The Chiquibul National Park (CNP) is Belize´s single largest
protected area comprised of 285,937 acres (115,717
hectares) located in the heart of the Chiquibul-Maya
Mountain Massif in the Cayo District and functionally
within a larger forest region known as The Chiquibul
Forest. The park abuts the Belize-Guatemala border
and is flanked by eleven other protected areas. The CNP
comprises 29% of the terrestrial conservation zone of the
country, and represents nearly 5% of Belize´s land area.
Starting at 400 m it elevates to the highest point in Belize
at 1,121 m ASL. The Chiquibul Forest falls within the
2000 mm year rainfall zone and forms part of the Belize
River Watershed. Within that are two main sub-drainage
systems formed by the Macal and Mopan.

of plants have been documented for The Chiquibul
Forest, but this list is incomplete as new species are
yet to be discovered. At least five plant species are
considered of conservation concern. The fauna is also
known insufficiently with 786 species recorded. The
exuberant wildlife is unmatched including emblematic
species such as the scarlet macaw, tody motmot, jaguar,
tapir, Morelet’s crocodile and Juliani frog.

Archaeology

Regionally, the CNP is within one of eleven priority
areas highlighted under the Central American System of
Protected Areas, an initiative that has been developed in
an effort to plan protected area coverage throughout the
region. This initiative has emphasized the importance
of the addition of the Chiquibul-Maya Mountains to
the System while recognizing it as a Trans-boundary
Protected Area for Peace and Conservation. Nationally,
the CNP is recognized as one of the top 6 protected areas
prioritized for conservation efforts.

The Chiquibul Forest was home to the ancient Maya
whose structures remain under the canopy of the
majestic forest yet to be catalogued. Most of the known
Maya centers have been mapped within the nearby
Caracol Archaeological Reserve (CAR). The CAR is the
most extensive Maya site known in Belize. It is a Classic
Period complex and home to Caana the highest temple,
which rises over 140 feet above the jungle floor.

Flora and Fauna
Over 95% of the Chiquibul National Park is broadleaf
forest comprised of 17 ecosystems. A total of 662 species

The geology splits into 2 main groups: Cretaceous
Limestone and Permian Meta-sediments. The limestone
is very permeable which explains the little surface water
in the western part of the Chiquibul and the abundance
of caves and sinkholes. The largest cave system of its
type in Central America – the Chiquibul Cave System is
located in the park.

Management of the Park
The CNP is co-managed by the Friends for Conservation
and Development together with the Forest Department
since 2007. It is the only NGO with an assertive
management presence in the Chiquibul Forest. The
management objective is for the Chiquibul National
Park to function as a core area of biodiversity
protection within the Chiquibul-Maya Mountain
region, whilst contributing to national development,
regional security and cooperation. To achieve this,
nine management programs are identified in the

